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HOLY COMMUNION

JESUS WANTS TO STAY WITH US

My Dear Children,

Easter celebrations are over and some of you
must be out of Bangalore, visiting your family
and friends. In most of the parishes in Bangalore,
it is the time for First Holy Communion. It is so

with crowns on their heads and candles in their
hands. | want to wish everyone a beautiful

time especially those receiving their First Holy

| just cannot believe that we are already in April! Commurien:

As a priest, we often experience a wonderful
sight when we distribute Holy Communion
in the church. Small children, accompanying

- their moms often extend their hands to receive
wonderful to see the children dressed in white,

communion for themselves. We can sense their

- frustration and disappointment when they do

not receive the Holy Body of Jesus in their tiny
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hands. Now for many of you, it is a wonderful
time to experience that joy of receiving Jesus in
your hands or on your tongue and in your hearts.

It is the deep desire of Jesus to stay with us
because Jesus likes our companionship. Can
you imagine it? The Almighty God wants our
communion and our friendship. This is not my
notion. It is a profound truth shared by Jesus
with many saints. How deeply He longs to be
with us and journey with us. | often think that
we are the walking tabernacle because we carry
Jesus wherever we go.

The first fact Jesus communicates to me is that
He loves me without any conditions. | may not be
the best person in the neighbourhood, but still,
Jesus loves me. | may be quite disobedient; still,
Jesus loves me. | may not be that good-looking
for others; still, Jesus wants to be my friend.
| may not be good at studies; still, Jesus wants
to be my classmate and colleague. What a true
friend we have in Jesus.

Jesus wants us to give our best shots in
everything we do. If you are playing, play with
a passion as if nothing else matters. If you are
studying, study with earnestness as if the whole
world is standing still. If you are eating, enjoy
having that meal as if nothing else matters at
that time. If you are sleeping, sleep tight as if the
whole world is watching over you. Jesus is the
one who taught us to love the present moment
because both the past and the future are safe in
His Father's Hands.

When we visit the seriously sick person, they
often request for Holy Communion. The church
strongly believes it is the Viaticum- food for the
journey. As they embark on their journey from

%g‘qﬁf oB(almd 2024

here to heaven, Holy Communion is the food
that we leave with them so that they may not be
hungry along the way. We deeply believe that
they will reach heaven to see the Body of Jesus
truly in person and that will be the total joy of
their lives.

Whenever we walk into a church, Jesus is at the
Tabernacle waiting for us. You should genuflect as
you see Him and thank Him for the opportunity
to visit him. Then you kneel and kiss the floor
as a sign of veneration to Him. He is our God
and Master. He taught us how to live and die.
You share with Him your life and he will either
console you, calm you down or strengthen you.
We are not the same persons when we leave, for
he always touches our hearts.

Let us make it a point to remind your parents to
walk into a church whenever you pass by that
way. Kindly tell them that an important person
is waiting for you and you must visit Him. If you
make this a habit, you will find peace within your
heart even though your life takes you through
troubled waters.

Let us have a beautiful Easter season. Jesus is
risen and He is with us.

Your Caring Bishop,
+ Sebastian Adayanthrath
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TRANSFERS & APPOINTMENTS- APRIL 2024
PARISH/
NO INSTITUTION RELIEVING NEW APPOINTMENT
Hullahalli-CTK Painedath —
1 Parich Arun CMI Neelankavil Giffin CMI (Asst)
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COMMISSION FOR BIBLE AND CATECHETICS

COMMITTEE OF THE FIFTH MAJOR
ARCHIEPISCOPAL ASSEMBLY

The committee of the Fifth Major Archiepiscopal
Assembly organized a one-day conference
for catechism teachers to study and discuss

the Lineamenta of the forthcoming Major‘

Archiepiscopal Assembly 2024. The conference
took place on Saturday, March 2, 2024, at Mount

St. Thomas Kakkanad. Five representatives from

each eparchy of Kerala, Karnataka, and Tamilnadu
participated in the conference. Representing
the Mandya Diocese were Mr. Joseph Thomas
Mamparambil, Mr. Jomin Philip Kunnathettu,
Mrs. Lissy Sam, and Mrs. May Maria John.

The conference was inaugurated by Major
Archbishop His Grace Mar Raphael Thattil, with
Bishop Pauly Kannookadan presiding over the
meeting. Fr. Thomas Melvettath, Secretary of
the Commission for Catechetics, and Fr. Joji
Kallingal, Secretary of the event, conducted
the proceedings. In his address, Mar Raphael
Thattil emphasized the global nature of the
Church, suggesting that catechetical materials
should not be confined to the context of Kerala
alone. He stressed the importance of making
catechism transformative, caring, and attractive
for students.

A
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Mar Pauly Kannookadan emphasized that the
term “faith formation” holds more relevance
than “catechism.” He described the conference
as a mini-assembly leading up to the forthcoming
Major Archiepiscopal Assembly 2024. He
explained that considering the complexities
of today’s world, there is a need to adequately
renew our methods of faith formation to
address ecclesial challenges and socio-cultural
sensitivities. Rev. Fr. Sajan, aided by a PowerPoint
presentation, elaborated on the various
challenges encountered in the field of catechism.

The afternoon session commenced with group
discussions, initially divided into groups of
around 10 participants. Eventually, there was
a question-and-answer session. Each group
submitted answers to five questions, three
pertaining to faith formation and two concerning
empowering the Syro-Malabar community and
the active participation of the lay faithful in
the proclamation of the Gospel. The meeting
concluded with a vote of thanks. Additionally, a
visit to the Synod Hall was organized.

DELEGATES MEETING

The Third Delegates meeting took place at
St. Mary's Church, Ramamurthynagar on
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March 10, 2024, from 2:30 PM to 5:00 PM,
with around 90 Delegates in attendance. The
meeting commenced with a Prayer Song and
the ceremonial lighting of the lamp by all the
CBC Members and the Head Master. The Head
Master of St. Mary's Church, Ramamurthynagar,
Mr. Antony D, delivered the welcome speech,
followed by a felicitation address from Fr. Paul
Manjooran, the new CBC Director. Fr. Manjooran
expressed his gratitude to the delegates and
requested their continued support as he embarks
on his new role.

Ms. Lidiya P, the coordinator of CBC Mandya,
presented the agenda of the meeting through
a PPT Presentation. The previous director, Fr.
Dr. Davis Panadan, was acknowledged and
appreciated for his significant contributions to
CBC Mandya. The new CBC Director, Fr. Paul
Manjooran, was warmly welcomed with sincere
best wishes for his tenure. An evalutation
was conducted on Mission Quest 2023, Bible
Kalotsavam 2023, Diocese Level Student Bible

» OO

- Quiz 2023-2024, Catechism Second Semester

Exam held in February 2024, and Animation Visit
2023-2024.

Update was given on the forthcoming events,
which include the Basic Teachers Training Course,
English Translation of the Xl| Std Text Book,
Annual Report, Prathibhasangam, Teacher’s
Orientation and the Annual Award Day 2024.The
year plan for the Academic Year 2024-2025 was
presented. The major decisions made during the
Priests Conference, Curia Meeting, and Forane
meeting were also presented. The floor was then
opened for discussion. Delegates’ doubts were
addressed, and feasible suggestions were either
implemented or scheduled for further review.

The meeting concluded with a vote of thanks
delivered by the Assistant Director, Rev. Fr.
Ajesh Enail. The team from St. Mary's Church,
Ramamurthy Nagar, graciously served a delightful
High Tea, enjoyed by all the delegates.

CHERUPUSHPA MISSION LEAGUE

ILAM KAI SAHAYAM HOUSING
PROJECT

A’ih_m

he llam Kai Sahayam Housing Project
symbohzed a cherished aspiration nurtured

by the compassionate hearts of the

little

missionaries within the CML community. Their
vision was to materialize the construction of a
home for a deserving family through collective
contributions from their modest savings. It was
a dream woven with threads of empathy and
dedication. With immense joy and fulfilment,
we were able to realize this dream as we handed
over the keys to a new home to a needy family
residing in Sakleshpura. This moment marked not
only the completion of a physical structure but
also a testament to the power of unity and the
impact of small acts of kindness.
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MISSION COMPETITIONS

= e 8 AW

This year, the CML Competitions took place at St.

Jude Church, Udayanagar. The events included

the CML Quiz, Mission Anthem competition, and

a session dedicated to little missionaries.

To foster a deeper understanding
appreciation for the mission at hand, a mission

quiz competition was organized,

Mission League, the Syro-Malabar Church, and
revered saints renowned for their profound acts
of care, including the likes of Mother Teresa,

St. Christopher, and the Blessed Rani Maria.

With a profound enthusiasm that radiated their
missionary fervor, the young missionaries eagerly
participated in the Mission Anthem competition.

Through engaging in these competitions, the |
budding missionaries were provided with a

platform to expand their knowledge and insights

concerning the noble mission they are entrusted

%siéj@;’if
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and |

centered
around enlightening participants about the

with. Heartfelt congratulations extended to all
- the winners and participants, whose enthusiasm
and dedication epitomize the spirit of mission.

- The session led by Rev. Fr. Anoop on CML
and Little Missionaries was both informative
and engaging. Father Anoop skilfully guided
participants through various activities, helping
them gain profound insights.

RESULTS OF THE COMPETITIONS

~ Mission Quiz

JUNIORS
Rank | Name Unit

| KeV.II’] Tony ) St. Norbert Unit,
Adrian George Joshi Kasavanahall
Sarah Mariam Diji

Il Josgph Josh George St. Mary's Unit,
Aarin Joseph Ramamurthy Nagar
Ethen Bose Sebastian e

Il | Treasa Cinoj St. Norbert Unit,
Teresa Thomas i

_ Kasavanahalli

Allen Paulvin

1% Erchosls.sy St. Jude Unit,
Amal Rijo Varghese Udayanagar
Leon Jose e

V | Eliza Paul Vettukallel

IzaFaul vetralle Sacred Heart Unit,
Abel Mathew Joseph |\ 1
Andrea Antony
SUB SENIORS

Ashlin Nixon St. Norbert Unit,

|| Ashlyn Mary Kasavanahall
Rose Sheril James
Serene Treesa
Shijo i

| e Pracant St. Jude Unit, Udayanagar
Alinta Prashant
Irene Maria St. Mary's Unit,

Il | Diya Bommanahalli
Adeline
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Leya Sunny e ] Tt
Il | Annamol Sanni Antony SBt';OSEE,ES Ulmt'
Neha Roy abusahib palaya
Joseph Thomas .
IV | Thomas Joe St Norbe;t hJ.mt,
Diya Daise Kasavanahalli
Neha Elina Jacob :
V| Isbel Anoop \SAE;;IredﬁH;art tnit
Nevin Roj itefie
V Aleena Jince St. Jude Unit, Udayanagar
Anna Thomas ’ !
SENIORS
Mareeta St. Alphonsa Unit,
Ann Jose Sultanpalaya
Roshna M.D.
Il Angel Siby St. Jude Unit, Udayanagar
Sayona C. P.
Tanisha Rose Mejo
1l Adith Joel St. Jude Unit, Udayanagar
Evan K.S.
Ann Mary Shibu LS
IV | LiyaRose MJ St Marys E”'t’
Tina Elizabeth Thomas | Ramamurthy Nagar
Talia Maria Ben ;
St. Norbert Unit,
vV Grace Mariya Rojan K o err] ”.m
Diya Manuel asavanahalli
MISSION ANTHEM
Rank | Name Unit

Ann Maria Mejo
Anntreesa Joji
Annmariya Joji
Sylda C.P.

Alina Manesh
Joyel Jackson
Antony Shimmy

St. Jude Unit, Udayanagar

Lyn Rose Alappat
Divya Sabu

Sunjo K. Jopi

Sheryl S.K.

Cierra Mary Shibin
Edlyn Binoy

Meeval Maria George

St. Mary's Unit,
Ramamurthy Nagar

Godson
Nayan
Joel

Il | Kristy
Alphonsa
Angel
Johaan

St. Alphonsa Unit,
Sultanpalaya

~ MISSION EX

- The Mission exposure visit took place in T.
Narasipura, Mysore, with a team consisting
- of 24 individuals, including CML Core team
members and Animators. This visit was carefully
- organized to provide participants with first-hand
- experience and insights into the mission work
being carried out in the region. During the Holy
- Qurbana, Fr. Jomy Mekkunnel CMI, the Associate
- Director of CML, recounted his challenging
missionary endeavors in Orissa. His narrative
vividly highlighted the unwavering commitment
of missionaries to share the gospel of love with
those who are most deprived and in dire need of
it. Fr. Benny Asharikunnel, the Former Director of
- CML and In-charge of the Center, elaborated on
 the educational and medical services extended
to the villagers. Witnessing the transformation of
- barren land into the flourishing and fertile ‘Eden
Garden’ was truly uplifting.

- THE EVALUATION AND ELECTION OF

- THE NEW TEAM

- The assessment of the activities for the year
2023-24 has been completed. The Participants
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meticulously reviewed both the accomplishments
and areas for improvement, strategizing to
adapt and refine the programs accordingly. The
election process to appoint the CML Core Team
for 2024-25 has been conducted, resulting in
the formation of the new team. Below are the
representatives who have been chosen.

President: Mr. Santo Joseph, St. Alphonsa unit,
Sultanpalya. Vice President: Mrs. Lissy Mary
Joseph, Little flower unit, Kothanur Dinne.

Secretary: Mr. Albin Shaji, Ss Joseph and Claret
unit, Dasarahalli. Joint Secretary: Mrs. Jancy John,
St. Joseph's church, Babusahibpalaya. Organizer:
Mr. Albert Roy, St. Jude unit, Udayanagar. Year
Coordinator: Mr. Justin Jose, Mount Carmel
Forane Church, Carmelaram
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St. Thomas Youth (STY)
Office Bearers for the Year 2024-25

Director

Fr. Nibin Mundunadackal CMI

Brother in Charge

Bro Jaijin Kallooram CMI

Sister in Charge

Sr. Meena Kottackal SDP

o@lo)mozslemos

President Christo Joy

Vice president Diana Paul

Male Councilor Anlin Assisi Akkara
Female Councilor Varsha Vincent
Secretary Cyril Thomas
Treasurer Ajay K Jaison

Male Joint Secretary

Donel K Jaison

Coordinator

Female Joint Secretary Angel Jaison
Male Cultural ; ;
Coordinator AlbeLJakan
Female Cultural Jei e

Spiritual Coordinator

Eliza Varghese

V) UO1-@)QUISHUB

eIy

Sports Coordinator

Rimson Thomas

- St. Thomas Youth (SPF)

Office Bearers for the Year 2024-25

Director Fr. Jerry Kailath
President Thomas Joseph
Vice President Biju PJ
Secretary George Chacko
Jt. Secretary Binu Thomas
Treasurer KC Kuriakose
Jt. Treasurer CAThomas
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i Venue: Christ Academy CBSE block
Date: 7th April 2024 / Time: 9:30am to 2pm
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— Mathruvedhi Proudly Announces The Mega
 Free Medical Camp

CHRIST THE KING CHURCH, HULAHALLI
MEDICAL FORUM & MATHRUVEDHI

ORGANISES

FREE MEDICAL CAMP

&

N7

CONSULTATIONS

+Cardl 5 Gerlatric :'\MH! i‘n..:sl
AR care P& Liser Fa. test
VENT » Neurology Mam

» General medicine  » Oncology

» PAP SMEAR
» Pulmonary Function test

» General surgery

Training on:
+ Basic life support training (BLS) - Clinical advises
< Health talk (Post Covid/ Ortha) - Lifestyle disease consultation

Ve of Care OTISTYGUNLI, ot e King Chach, st orven, B 0001 IO
S cromiiRegeges

Ny sk, S0 Jo's Ml Collge, NSVK -
CEODONE DNV 30 2R 200 SETTIUEND Christ Acaborny CBSE MockiD 1]
(AODOSOANY DO MLXMo AIFHTY

Contact Details : 08147683540 / 09108648309
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ST. THOMAS FORANE CHURCH, JALAHALLI

A BLESSED VISIT BY MAJOR
ARCHBISHOP OF SYRO-MALABAR
CHURCH

On the auspicious Saturday of March 16, 2024,

the vibrant community of St. Thomas Forane

Church in Jalahalli was graced with a special visit

by the esteemed Major Archbishop of the Syro-

Malabar Church, His Grace Mar Raphael Thattil.

The day commenced with a heartfelt welcome
extended to His Grace upon his arrival by Msgr.

James Kunnampadavil CMF and the Trustees at -

the airport, setting the tone for a memorable and
spiritually enriching encounter. The atmosphere
- buzzed with joy and anticipation as the revered
leader of the Syro-Malabar Church embarked on
his visit to St. Thomas Forane Church, Jalahalli.
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Upon reaching the Jalahalli campus, His Grace
was warmly served breakfast prepared by the
Mathru Jyothi members. Following this, a tour of
the campus was organized, enabling His Grace
to become acquainted with the various facilities.

He also had the opportunity to engage with the
members of the institutions.

His Grace proceeded to the church, where
eager parishioners awaited to greet him warmly.
During his visit, he offered insights into his
role as an Apostolic Visitator for areas beyond
India's territory, emphasizing his pivotal role in
extending the Mandya Diocese to the Bangalore
region. The parishioners actively engaged in
the discussion, posing questions that sparked
insightful conversations and deepened their
understanding.

The visit of the Major Archbishop to St
Thomas Forane Church, Jalahalli, was indeed
a momentous occasion filled with blessings,
grace, and spiritual enrichment. It served as
a reminder of the enduring bond that unites
the faithful under the umbrella of the Syro-
Malabar Church and reaffirmed the importance
of community, prayer, and devotion in the life of
every believer. As the parishioners bid farewell
to their esteemed guest, they carried with them
the profound impact of his presence and the
blessings bestowed upon them, guiding their
steps on the path of faith and discipleship.

ANNUAL RETREAT 2024

From Friday, March 15th to Sunday, March 17th,
2024, St. Thomas Forane Church in Jalahalli
was graced with the presence of Rev. Fr. Davis
Chiramel, who led the congregation through a
spiritually enriching Annual Retreat. Congregants
from near and far gathered eagerly to participate
in this soul-nourishing event, seeking renewal,

%g‘qﬁf oB(al@ 2024

introspection, and deeper connection with their
faith.

The retreat commenced on Friday evening with
a serene atmosphere, as attendees entered the
sacred space with open hearts and minds. Rev.
Fr. Davis Chiramel, renowned for his insightful
teachings, profound spirituality and humour,
captivated the audience from the onset with his
engaging presence and heartfelt messages.

Over the course of three days, participants
were immersed in a series of reflective sessions,
prayers, and meditations, all carefully curated
to inspire spiritual growth and inner peace. Fr.
Chiramel skilfully guided attendees through
various topics, touching upon themes of
forgiveness, gratitude, and the transformative
power of faith.

Throughout the retreat, Fr. Chiramel emphasized
the importance of introspection and self-
awareness, encouraging attendees to explore
their relationship with God and their fellow
beings. His insightful teachings were interspersed
with moments of quiet contemplation, allowing
participants to delve deep into their spiritual
journey and emerge with a renewed sense of
purpose.

The retreat also provided a sacred space
for congregants to come together in prayer
and fellowship. Attendees bonded over
experiences, offering support and
encouragement to one another as they navigated
the spiritual exercises guided by Fr. Chiramel.

shared

On the final day of the retreat, a sense of serenity
and gratitude permeated the atmosphere as
participants reflected on their journey over the
past three days. Fr. Chiramel concluded the
retreat with a moving message of hope and
renewal, urging attendees to carry the lessons
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learned forward in their lives and communities.

As the retreat came to a close, attendees

departed with hearts full of gratitude and spirits
uplifted by the transformative experience. The

Annual Retreat led by Rev. Fr. Davis Chiramel had

not only deepened their connection with their
faith but had also equipped them with renewed
strength and inspiration to face life’s challenges
with unwavering resolve.

In the spirit of fellowship and spiritual growth,

congregants departed from St. Thomas Forane
carrying with them the
blessings and teachings imparted during this .

Church, Jalahalli,

transformative retreat, ready to embrace the
journey ahead with faith and conviction.

ST.JOSEPH'S FEAST
‘ P
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St. Thomas Forane Church in Jalahalli resonated
with joy and reverence as it celebrated the feast
of St. Joseph on March 19™, 2024. St. Joseph,
revered as the foster father of Jesus and the
patron saint of workers, families, and the universal

Church, was honored with special prayers, Holy
Qurbana, and Novena. The occasion also marked
the feast day of our Assistant Vicar, Rev. Fr.

Joseph Thoompanal CMF. He was felicitated
along with all those who share the name Joseph.

PALM SUNDAY

Palm Sunday, heralding the start of Holy Week,
was observed with solemnity and reverence on

March 24" 2024 at St. Thomas Forane Church,

Jalahalli. This significant day commemorates

~As part of the ongoing

~ Akashapravakal
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- Jesus Christ’s triumphant entry into Jerusalem,

where he was greeted by crowds waving palm
branches, shouting “Hosanna,” and laying their

- cloaks on the ground.

The faithful congregated at St. Claret PU College,
where the Gospel accounts of Christ's passion
were read, and palm branches were blessed
and distributed, symbolizing the branches

- strewn before Jesus as he entered Jerusalem.
- A procession to the church followed, echoing

Jesus’ procession into the holy city. The priest
then symbolically knocked on the closed church
doors, reminiscent of the Ark of the Covenant,
signifying the presence of God as King celebrated

- by the Hebrews.

The atmosphere was one of contemplation and

~ anticipation as the congregation reflected on
ic the events leading to Christ’s crucifixion and
{ resurrection. Rev. Fr. Thomas Thennadiyil CMF

delivered a poignant homily, emphasizing the

- significance of Palm Sunday in the Christian faith
~ and the importance of journeying with Jesus to

the cross.

SOCIETY OF ST. VINCENT DE PAUL

1. Akashapparavak@ Visit

of Care

“Year

Programme,’ the Vincent de Paul Society visited
“Thirumugha Ashrama” in
Lakshmipura. We were privileged to contribute
monthly groceries valued at Rs 30,000 and spent

. time praying for the welfare of the inmates.
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2. Lenten Retreat
T AR i » K]

Thomas Forane Church, Dharmaram. Thirty-
three members from our conference participated
in this spiritually enriching event. The retreat
featured insights from the legal advisor of the
Society of St. Vincent De Paul, National Council
of India, Advocate Litto Palathingal, who shared
wisdom on our society's activities and the
infusion of spirituality into our work. The retreat
was warmly received, and all attendees found it
to be a valuable experience.

3. Visit of Fr. Joe Augustino from International
Vincentian Family

The St. Vincent De Paul Society actively
participatedinaSeminarand Workshop organized
by the National Council of the St. Vincent De
Paul Society, with Fr. Joe Augustino representing
the International Vincentian Family. The seminar
focused on the importance of collaboration with

AIC, the Vincentian Congregation of Priests and :

Nuns, and the Society of St. Vincent De Paul

for various charitable endeavors. The workshop

further explored avenues for joint projects aimed
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at community development. The seminar saw
enthusiastic participation, and it was evident
that there is a growing realization of the need
for collective efforts towards larger and more
impactful projects. Together, we strive to make
meaningful contributions to the well-being of
our community.

~ STAARS PITHRUVEDHI PATRON’S DAY

The Patron’s Day 2024, commemorating the
death anniversary of Saint Joseph, is celebrated
annually at the St. Thomas Forane Church,
Jalahalli on 19" March 2024. Under the
leadership of STAARS Pithruvedhi, couples who
have completed 25, 40, and 50 years of married
life are honored on this day. Following the solemn
Holy Qurbana in the morning, a ceremony took
place to honor the couples who had completed
their 40th year of married life. The celebration,
held in the evening, was presided over by Rev. Fr.

- Davis Chiramel, under the leadership of our Vicar

Msgr James Kunnampadavil.

MATHRUVEDHI - ANNUAL DAY AND
WOMEN'’S DAY CELEBRATION
Mathruvedhi was initiated at St. Thomas Forane
Church, Jalahalli in the year 1995 under the
leadership of Rev. Fr. George Kannathanam CMF,
Its primary objective was to unite mothers for
prayer and charitable activities. This year the 29"
anniversary celebrations along with Women's
Day celebration was held on March 3%, 2024.
The festivities commenced with Holy Qurban
at 8:30 AM led by the Mathru Vedhi members.
Fr. Vijoy Kallingal delivered a poignant homily,
sharing his personal experiences with his mother.

The event took place in the auditorium of St.
Claret PU College. The proceedings began with
the lighting of the lamp by esteemed dignitaries,
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including Msgr. James Kunnampadavil,
president, Father Xavier Manavath, Sr. Leena

Therese, the animator of Mandya Diocese

- Bo@)edl
and Sr. Jesmine, the Forane Animator, along with ]

Mathruvedhi, Sr. Linet, the animator of the unit,

other leaders of the Diocesan Mathruvedhi.

Mrs. Sonia Thamby, the unit president, extended
a warm welcome,
addresses from the dignitaries. An engaging
interactive session conducted by Sr.
Therese received enthusiastic participation
from all attendees, who expressed a desire for
more such sessions. The event concluded with a
delightful meal for everyone.

MATHRUVEDHI - WAY OF THE CROSS
- VIDEO PRESENTATION

The Mathruvedhi Commission of Mandya
Diocese organized a Video Presentation of the
Way of the Cross. The Mathruvedhi of St. Thomas
Forane Church, Jalahalli, presented a captivating
video on the thirteenth station and sent it to the
diocese.
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ST. NORBERT CHURCH, KASAVANAHALLI

ST. JOSEPH FEAST, FAMILY DAY
AND OOTTUNERCHA

i

The parish joyously celebrated the feast of St. :
Joseph and Family Day on March 17th, 2024.
Following the 9:00 AM Holy Qurbana, the
festivities commenced in the parish hall, with
Pithruvedhi, along with the St. Joseph ward,
leading the preparations for the feast.

Our Assistant Vicar, Fr. Justin Thayyil O.Praem,
marked his feast day by cutting the cake amidst
the gathering. In a heart-warming gesture, 18

and were honoured with mementos by our
esteemed guests of honour. The catechism
department also rewarded the students for
their outstanding performance in academics and
various competitions. The catechism teachers
were also recognised for their years of service.
Pithruvedhi members were felicitated for their

achievements in the badminton competitions.

The day concluded with Oottunercha, a

%Sbfﬁf oB(al@ 2024
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communal meal, enjoyed by the entire parish,

~ fostering a sense of unity and togetherness

among all attendees.

ANNUAL RETREAT

The annual retreat during the lent season was
held on March 21t to 23, 2024 from 5:00 PM
to 9:00 PM. The retreat was led by Fr. Anoop
Mundackal C.Ss.R. It featured various spiritual
activities, including Holy Qurbana, Eucharistic
adoration, Divine Mercy chaplets, and the Way
of the Cross. The schedule was meticulously
organized, incorporating numerous quotes from

the Bible, personal experience sharing, and

uplifting songs of praise and worship. On the first
day of the retreat, Fr. Anoop provided insights
into the nature of sin, preparing attendees for

) . ; 7~ the sacrament of confession scheduled for the
couples celebrated their wedding anniversaries

following day. The retreat concluded with a

. poighant session focusing on family dynamics,

devotion to Mother Mary, and practical guidance

- on how to remain steadfast in grace.

PALM SUNDAY

As Holy Week commenced, the solemnity of
Palm Sunday was ohserved with a Holy Qurbana
celebrated by Fr. Xavier O. Praem, Fr. Sebastian O.

- Praem, and Fr. Justin O. Praem at 9 AM. The Holy
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Qurbana commenced in the Parish Hall, where
the palm leaves were blessed and distributed to
all attendees. Subsequently, a procession ensued,
as the congregation made their way towards

the church, holding the blessed palm leaves. :

The celebration of Holy Qurban then continued
inside the church.

SNC PITHRUVEDHI

ST. ALPHONSA BADMINTON
CHAMPIONSHIP

Badminton Tournament, organized by the
Pithruvedhi unit of St. Alphonsa Forane Church,
took place at YuVe Champions Badminton
Academy - Thanisandra on February 24 and 25,

2024. A total of 24 teams from various parishes

across the Mandya Diocese participated in this
competition.

The event commenced with an inauguration

ceremony on February 24, 2024, led by Rev. Fr.
- the headmaster and teachers.

-~ had insightful conversations with the brothers

Mark OCD, the Director of Pithruvedhi-Mandya
Diocese.

Our parish emerged victorious in the 4th edition

of the Championship, clinching the prestigious
title along with a cash prize of Rs. 20,000 and
the ever-rolling trophy. Sijo Joseph and Noble
Antony from our parish claimed the First prize,
with  Santhom Church Hulimavu securing
the second position, and St. Joseph's Church
Babusahibpalya securing the third position.

The prize distribution ceremony was officiated
by Rev. Fr. Jomon Kolenchery, the Chancellor of

 VOCATION PROMOTION DAY

The 4th edition of the St. Alphonsa Inter-parish
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- Mandya Diocese, and Fr. Tony Thannickal, the

Vicar of the host parish, adding to the grandeur

- of the event.

SNK CATECHISM

Though our Sunday School officially came to a

- standstill with the completion of the Second
- Semester exam, the activities never ceased. The
- children were yet to be inspired and appreciated

through the Vocation Promotion Day and the

- Annual Award Day.

T AT, W
I :‘A - A‘t’:“'

a
LA}

To be receptive to the calling of God to serve
His Church can only be instilled in children by
providing them an empirical experience. With

~ this notion in mind, a group of twenty students

were taken to the Seminary at Dharmaram by
The children

and fathers and also enjoyed the beauty of the
surroundings. They spent considerable time
there understanding the lifestyle, the daily tasks,
and prayerful life led by the brothers who are
trained to become the shepherds of the Lord’s

- people. The children enjoyed the visitand itwas a

delightful evening spent to learn and understand

- the significance of divine calling.
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SNK SUNDAY SCHOOL ANNUAL
AWARD DAY

The Annual Award Day was conducted in the
month of March along with the Family Day
Celebration in our parish. During this event,
we proudly presented over 150 awards to
deserving recipients. These included accolades
for academic excellence, achievements in Bible

Kalotsavam, full attendance awards for both

teachers and students, teacher service awards,
and recognition for the best outgoing students
of the academic year 2023-24.

The Award Day in our Sunday School has always
been special as it exemplifies the genuine
appreciation that each student and teacher truly
deserve. It becomes instrumental in motivating
and encouraging them to do their best in life.

The award for the best outgoing student of
the year will henceforth be known as the Jerin
Vakayil Memorial Award to keep the memory
of Jerin, who never failed to demonstrate the
Christian values he imbibed from our Sunday
school, engraved in our hearts forever.

This year, the Jerin Vakayil Memorial Award,
accompanied by a cash prize, was bestowed upon
three exemplary students: Jewel George Biju,

Dona Jose and Rhea Vinod. Their outstanding

in academics, involvement in

and dedication to

performance
extracurricular activities,

A
AR
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serving their community as good Samaritans
have truly distinguished them.

- We, at St. Norbert Church, Kasavanahalli, look

forward to the Holy Week in prayerful preparation
with the commencement of the Lenten Retreat

onthe 21t of March, 2024. May God nourish our

parish with His spiritual abundance.
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SNCYOUTH

CHURCH CLEANING AND HOLY
QURBANA

On the weekend of February 24th and 25th,
2024, the youth of our parish took on the

responsibility of church cleaning and leading
the Holy Qurbana. On Saturday, several youth

members volunteered to assist with cleaning

the church premises. Additionally, during the ¢

AM service on Sunday, the youth led the choir |
and actively participated in conducting the Holy
involvement

Qurbana. Their dedication and

in these tasks contributed significantly to the
smooth functioning of our parish activities.
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The OMG Youth Seminar, organized for the youth
of the Hongasandra Forane, was a remarkable
event that our youth actively participated in and

- volunteered for. The program included various

enriching activities such as Holy Qurbana,
the Way of the Cross, an insightful talk, and a

~ captivating music performance by Acts 29. It

provided a valuable and memorable experience

- for everyone involved, fostering spiritual growth
- and community bonding.

AVISITTO THE ORPHANAGE

The youth of our community recently visited

Kolbe Home, a facility dedicated to the holistic

- rehabilitation of children of prisoners, situated in
- Doddakannahalli. During our visit, we organized
~cultural programs and engaged in meaningful

interactions with the children. Additionally,
we brought along some goodies to share with
them, spreading joy and camaraderie. It was a
heartwarming experience for both the youth and

- the children, fostering connections and offering
- support to those in need.
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CATECHISM NEWS

Seminary Visit: Students from classes 6 to 9
recently embarked on a visit to Dharmaram
Seminary. This educational outing provided
them with a valuable opportunity to interact
with seminarians, enriching their understanding
of religious life and vocation.

Lenten Retreat: Our children participated in
a special retreat led by Redemptorist fathers,

» QUDOO VD
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allowed them to learn about the importance of
compassion, empathy, and prayer for the less
privileged members of our society.

YOUTH NEWS
~ On March 17th, 2024 the St. Jude youth group

~ enthusiastically participated in the conclusion

aimed at preparing them spiritually for the Lenten
season. This retreat was a time of reflection and
renewal as we anticipated the resurrection of our
Lord.

Way of the Cross: Every Sunday, our catechism
students and teachers lead the parish community
in the Way of the Cross, deepening our devotion
and contemplation of Christ’s journey to Calvary.

Old Age Home Visit: As part of our ‘Year of Care’
initiative, children from the LP section embarked
on a visit to an old age home. This experience

of the Way of the Cross organized by the

- Sultanpalya Forane and hosted by St. Augustine

Church, Marianahalli. With a strong presence of
20 members, it was a deeply moving experience
for our young minds to join in commemorating
the passion of Christ.

ST. JUDE PUBLIC SCHOOL

Throughout the months of February and March,
St. Jude Public School in Udayanagar facilitated
counseling sessions conducted by esteemed
counselors from Montfort College, Indiranagar,
namely Fr. Romal and Mr. Albin. With the
wholehearted support of the management, these
sessions were smoothly conducted, providing
valuable guidance and support to the students.
The trainers offered constructive feedback,
which will undoubtedly contribute to the holistic
development of the children.
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ST. SEBASTIAN’S CHURCH, ANEPALAYA

ST.JOSEPH’S FEAST

el | —

The feast of St. Joseph was celebrated with great

devotion and fervor on March 17, 2024. To honor

the occasion, a concelebrated Holy Qurbana was
held, with Fr. Jose C. C, the Vice Chancellor of
Christ University, serving as the main celebrant.
In his inspiring homily, Fr. Jose challenged the

parishioners to emulate the simple and humble

lifestyle of St. Joseph, while also emphasizing

the importance of practicing justice in their lives.

Following the Holy Qurbana, a communal meal,
known as Oottu Nercha, was enjoyed by all in
attendance.

PALM SUNDAY
\IJ :
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Palm Sunday was celebrated on 24 March, 2024
commemorating the triumphant entry of Jesus

- into Jerusalem. It began with the blessing of palm

leaves, solemn procession and followed by Holy
Qurbana.

During the Holy Week, from March 25 to 27
(Monday, Tuesday, and Wednesday) 2024, the
parish held its annual retreat, with Fr. Shyjo
Paramel CMI serving as the preacher. Each day
of the retreat commenced with Holy Qurbana,

- followed by talks and adoration.

The retreat provided parishioners with a valuable
opportunity for introspection and spiritual
renewal, fostering a conducive atmosphere for
personal encounter and communion with Jesus
Christ. Participants without any exception were
deeply moved by the presence of the Holy Spirit
throughout the retreat.

- As part of the retreat experience, parishioners

reaffirmed their faith through the celebration of
the Holy Eucharist, recognizing the significance
of the sacrament of reconciliation. Many took

 advantage of this time for confession, preparing

themselves spiritually for the joyous celebration
of Easter.

- MAUNDY THURSDAY

On Maundy Thursday, Fr. Anto Vattakuzhy CMI,
our vicar, presided over the Holy Eucharist,
washing the feet of the 12 catechism students

- (Kalu kazhukal Susroosha), Eucharistic procession

and adoration. Fr. Roy, Asst. Vicar, gave very
meaningful homily explaining the importance

_ of the day emphasizing how to be humble and

at the service of others as Jesus was. The day
concluded with appam murickal (Passover meal)
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shared by the parish community, symbolizing
unity and fellowship among the faithful.

GOOD FRIDAY CEREMONY

The Good Friday ceremony commenced with
the solemn reading of the Passion narrative,

followed by the veneration of the Cross and Holy

Communion.
) .

by
L
:

A significant aspect of the ceremony was Throughout the “Year of Care,” various programs

~ were organized by different pious associations

the Nagari Kanickal, where the parishioners
participated in the traditional carrying of the
body of Jesus in procession from the 5th Cross
of Anepalaya to the 13th Cross and back to the
parish.

During the service, Fr. Jibin Koottanal CMI
emphasizing
the profound love of Jesus for humanity and

delivered a poignant sermon,
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| encouraging the faithful to maintain a steadfast

attitude in the face of suffering and humiliation

2 in life.

~ After the ceremony, Pashni Kanji, a traditional

offering, was distributed to everyone present,

- symbolizing the sharing of blessings and spiritual
- nourishment within the parish community.

HOLY SATURDAY

. On Holy Saturday, the ceremonies commenced

with the blessing of water and light, symbolizing

~ purification and illumination. This was followed
by the renewal
- parishioners reaffirmed their commitment to
~ their faith and the teachings of the Church.

of baptismal vows, where

Throughout the ceremonies, the importance

- of the commandment of love was emphasized,
- reminding the faithful of the central message

of Christ’s teachings: to love one another as He
loved us.

EASTER SUNDAY

v':“‘ ;,f

Easter Vigil Holy Qurbana commenced at

- 10:00 PM on Saturday, featuring a dramatic
~ presentation of the

resurrection of Jesus,
skillfully performed by the youth members of the
parish. This portrayal added a vibrant and visual
dimension to the celebration, enhancing the
spiritual experience for all attendees.

within the parish. This initiative by Mandya

- Diocese helped us to foster a culture of

compassion and service within the community,

- reflecting the core values of Christianity and the

teachings of Jesus Christ.
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PITHURVEDHI
Pithurvedhi members, along with Fr. Anto
Vattakuzhy CMI, our Vicar, and Fr. Roy

Vettikuzhyil CMI, Assistant Vicar, visited Sandya
Suraksha, a Destitute Home, on October 15,
2023. During the visit, our members engaged
the residents with songs, prayers, and provided
a delicious lunch for more than 100 inmates. This
compassionate act aimed to bring comfort and
joy to those in need, reflecting our commitment

to serving the marginalized members of our

community.

Additionally, Pithurvedhi members undertook a

monthly initiative to distribute 100 food packets

from January to December. These food packets
were distributed at various healthcare facilities,
including St. John's Medical College, Martha's
Hospital, Kidwai Cancer Hospital,and NIMHANS.
Through this ongoing effort, we aimed to provide
support and sustenance to patients and their
families during their time of need, embodying the
spirit of charity and solidarity in our community.

MATHRUVEDHI AND SOCIETY
OF ST. VINCENT DE PAUL

Mathruvedhi and the Vincent De Paul Society
joined hands in a charitable endeavor by visiting
NEST Children’'s Home. During the visit, they
generously donated snack items, provided
financial assistance amounting to Rs. 10,000.00,
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and gifted a Water Geyser to support the children
and enhance their living conditions.

In addition to this, the Vincent De Paul Society
extended their assistance further by distributing
10 kg of rice to 25 deserving families facing
economic hardships. Through these acts of
kindness and generosity, both associations
demonstrated their commitment to serving the
less fortunate and making a positive impact on
their lives.

YEAR OF CARE COMMITTEE

Members of the Year of Care Committee
extended their support to Samartha Trust in
Nagarbhavi Orphanage by providing essential
supplies including groceries, sanitary items, and a
monetary contribution of Rs. 7,500. This gesture
aimed to assist the orphanage in meeting the
needs of its residents and improving their quality
of life.

|

Additionally, in line with the Year of Care

initiative, Rs. 120,000/- (Rupees One Lakh
Twenty Thousand) was allocated to Mr. Jonathan

~ Francis to support him in his cancer treatment.

This financial assistance was intended to ease
the burden of medical expenses and ensure
that Mr. Francis receives the necessary care and
treatment for his condition.
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INFANT JESUS CATHEDRAL, HINKAL

APOSTOLIC VISIT OF MAJOR
ARCHBISHOP MAR RAPHAEL THATTIL

The apostolic visit of Major Archbishop Mar

significant event for the Diocese of Mandya,

symbolizing unity and strength within the

Catholic community. The visit was attended
by respected dignitaries, including Most Rev.
Dr. Bernard Mores, Apostolic Administrator of
Mysore Diocese, Bishop Emeritus of Mysore,

His Excellency Most Rev. Dr. Thomas Antony
Vazhapilly, and Bishop of Mandya Diocese, His

Excellency Mar Sebastian Adayanthrath. Their

presence added reverence and importance to the g

occasion, highlighting the significance of Major
Archbishop Mar Raphael Thattil's visit.

The welcoming gesture extended to Major
Archbishop His Grace Mar Raphael Thattil was = |

nothing short of warm and heartfelt. Msgr.
Thomas Thennattil, Syncellus Mandya Diocese
and Rev. Fr. Thomas Mangalathil, Vicar of Infant
Jesus Cathedral, Hinkal took the lead in extending
a gracious welcome to the distinguished guests,
setting the tone for the spiritual gathering.
Priests, Sisters and the laity of the Mysore region
took part in the event.

Central to the visit was the celebration of

the Holy Qurbana, a cornerstone of Catholic

worship. It was a moment of deep significance as

Major Archbishop Mar Raphael Thattil presided

over the Holy Qurbana, guiding the congregation
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through the sacred rituals with humility and
grace.

- During the Holy Qurbana, the message delivered

by Major Archbishop Mar Raphael Tattil resonated

~ deeply with the faithful. His words carried the
 weight of wisdom and spiritual insight, offering
- guidance and inspiration to all who were present.

Raphael Thattil on March 17, 2024 was a As the visit concluded, the echoes of the

message of Major Archbishop Mar Raphael
Thattil lingered in the hearts and minds of those
who were privileged to be a part of this sacred

- occasion. It was a time of renewal, reflection, and

recommitment to the values and teachings of the
Catholic faith.

Al .
Palm Sunday (Osana) was joyously observed
on March 24™, 2024, at Infant Jesus Cathedral,

Hinkal. The reverent occasion featured with
solemn Holy Qurbana was presided over by

- Rev. Fr. Thomas Mangalathil and Rev. Fr Job

Kunnumpurathu. Attendees participated in a

- procession started at S D Convent, adorned with

palm branches, while singing hymns in reverence
to Jesus Christ. This day holds profound
significance in the Christian calendar, heralding
the commencement of Holy Week leading to
Easter Sunday. It serves as a poignant period for
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introspection and spiritual contemplation, urging
believers to reflect upon the profound sacrifice

and teachings of Jesus Christ, emphasizing love

and forgiveness.

MAUNDYTHURSDAY CELEBRATION

On March 28, 2024, Maundy Thursday was
observed at Infant Jesus Cathedral, Hinkal,
with The Bishop of Mandya, His Excellency
Mar Sebastian Adayanthrath, presiding over
the ceremony. Maundy Thursday marks the
remembrance of Jesus Christ’s Last Supper with
his disciples. The cathedral was adorned with

exquisite flowers and decorations to honor the |

solemn occasion. Mar Sebastian Adayanthrath
led the Solemn Holy Qurbana, concelebrated
by Rev. Fr. Thomas Mangalathil and Rev. Fr.
Job Kunnumpurathu. Representing Jesus’ act of
humility, the Bishop washed the feet of twelve
parishioners, who this time were altar boys. This
act symbolizes Jesus Christ’s servitude towards
his disciples. Following the Holy Qurbana, the
faithful were treated to Pesaha Appam and Paal,
lovingly prepared by Mathruvedi, and distributed
to all.
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~Infant Jesus Cathedral,

GOOD FRIDAY

The Good Friday services started at 8.00 AM.
Rev. Fr. Saji Pariappanal delivered the Good
Friday message. The SMYM members of
Hinkal, orchestrated a
poignant live portrayal of the Way of the Cross
during the Good Friday commemorations on
29" March, 2024. This dramatic reenactment,

- also recognized as the Stations of the Cross,

symbolizes the profound journey of Jesus Christ

- leading to his crucifixion and burial. Each of the

fourteen stations signifies pivotal moments from
his trial before Pilate to his ultimate sacrifice on
the cross.

A multitude of devout attendees bore witness to
this enactment, deeply immersed in its spiritual
significance. Adorned in authentic biblical attire,
the SMYM participants depicted the pivotal
characters of the narrative, including Jesus
Christ, his mother Mary, Simon of Cyrene, and the
soldiers involved in his crucifixion. The portrayal
was complemented by scripture readings and
devotional hymns, fostering an atmosphere of
reverence and contemplation.

~ The live rendition of the Way of the Cross by

the SMYM members evoked profound emotions
among the congregation, serving as a poignant
reminder of Christ's boundless love and selfless
sacrifice. It urged attendees to introspect on the

 themes of forgiveness and compassion central to

Christ’s teachings.
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EASTER SUNDAY

Easter was celebrated with a midnight Holy
Qurbana at Infant Jesus Cathedral,
The Holy Qurbana was led by Rev. Fr. Jomon

Puthettupadavil MCBS. The members of SMYM |

organized a live enactment of the Resurrection
of Jesus Christ. The members of the SMYM
portrayed the various characters in the story,

such as Jesus, the soldiers who guarded the
tomb and also the Angels. The enactment was a

Hinkal.

» QUDOO VD

powerful reminder of the message of hope and
- renewal that Easter brings. Rev. Fr. Tony SDB

delivered a sermon on the significance of Easter
and its importance in the Christian faith.

HOLY FAMILY FORANE CHURCH, HONGASANDRA

PARISH FEAST EVALUATION MEETING
On February 24th, 2024, a Parish Feast Evaluation

Meeting was held at 8 PM, attended by members

of our parish thirunnal committee. Approximately
60+ members participated
which aimed to evaluate our recent parish feast
celebration. During the meeting, key points were

discussed, and all members provided feedback

along with valuable inputs to help improve our

future celebrations. The collaborative effort and
constructive feedback shared during the meeting .
will guide us in organizing even more successful Following the Holy Qurbana, at 9:30 AM,

and meaningful parish feast celebrations in the -

future.

the honor of hosting a pastoral visit, with the

esteemed presence of His Excellency Mar .

- Sebastian Adayanthrath, the Bishop of Mandya.

The day-long event commenced with a warm
reception for the Bishop by our Vicar, Fr.
Kuriakose Kallamullil CMI, and Chief Trustee, Mr.

in the meeting, Aphreme Varghese.

~ The schedule included a solemn Holy Qurbana at

8 AM, with Bishop Mar Sebastian Adayanthrath
as the main celebrant, accompanied by Vicar Fr.
Kuriakose Kallamullil CMI and Assistant Vicar Fr.
Midhun Panickamveliyil OFM Cap.

Bishop Mar Sebastian Adayanthrath engaged
in a meeting with our catechism students, CML
members, Holy Childhood members, and Altar
Boys. This provided a valuable opportunity for
interaction and spiritual guidance from the

- Bishop, enriching the spiritual growth of our

parish community.

At 10:15 AM, Bishop Mar Sebastian Adayanthrath
- was ceremonially welcomed to the Pothuyogam,
- an assembly where parishioners
~ opportunity to share their valuable suggestions,
On March 3rd, 2024, our forane church had

had the

inputs, and inquiries with the Bishop, fostering
open dialogue and community engagement.
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At 11:15 AM, our dedicated Catechism
staff convened with Bishop Mar Sebastian
Adayanthrath to discuss and present their plans
for the upcoming year, ensuring the continued
growth and development of our catechetical
programs.

. ——
MAR EMMANUEL POTHANAMUZHY MEMORIAL l'lkl
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From 11:40 AM onwards, various religious

associations within the parish had the privilege to
meet with Bishop Mar Sebastian Adayanthrath,
Fr. Vicar, Asst. Vicar, and Trustees to present
their activities and initiatives. These associations
included Pithruvedi, Mathruvedi, Society of
St. Vincent De Paul, YCA, Yuvadeepthi, Prayer
Group, and Choir, showcasing the diverse and
vibrant spiritual life of our parish community.

At 1:15 PM, Bishop Mar Sebastian Adayanthrath
held a meeting with the Trustees, Parish Council
members, and Ward Councillors, discussing
matters of parish governance and administration,
followed by a communal lunch, fostering
fellowship and camaraderie among the parish
leadership.

Finally, at 3 PM, Bishop Mar
Adayanthrath undertook a visit to our bedridden
parish members, offering them spiritual solace
and support in their time of need, exemplifying
the compassionate ministry of the Church.

%jbfﬁf (ol 2024
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Sebastian

WAY OF THE HOLY CROSS VISITING
VARIOUS SHRINES

On March 8, 2024 (Friday), a group of

approximately 50 members from our parish,

accompanied by our Assistant Vicar, Fr. Midhun
Panickamveliyil OFM Cap, embarked on a visit to
various parish churches under the Sulthanpalya
region, with St. Alphonsa Forane Church as the
focal point of our pilgrimage.

ANNUAL RETREAT

- The annual retreat was conducted from 15™to

17t March 2024. The retreat was conducted by
Fr. Paul Kottaram OFM Cap, the retreat was from
6.30 PM to 9.00 PM on 15™ and 16™. On 17t
the retreat was from 3:00 PM onwards. As part
of the retreat, Nercha Kanji was provided to all

- the attendees.

ST JOSEPH FEAST - OOTU NERCHA
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We celebrated St. Joseph Feast with Ootu Nercha
on Sunday, March 17th, 2024. This was attended

=
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by over 1500 members. The Ootu Nercha was = | *

provided from 8:00 PM to 10:00 PM, allowing
everyone to come together and share in the

- ey

celebration.

PALM SUNDAY

Holy Family Forane Church,
commenced the Holy Week with Palm Sunday -
celebrations on Sunday, March 24th, 2024.

MATHRUVEDHI

On the second Sunday of March, following the
monthly meeting, members of Mathruvedhi

embarked on a journey to an orphanage in
Venkateshpura, specifically to Jyothi Seva School
for blind children. This institution is managed by

Franciscan sisters. During our visit, we interacted
- to the success of this video presentation.

with a group of children ranging from nursery

SANTHOME CHURCH, HULIMAVU

HOLY WEEK CELEBRATION

The Holy Week celebrations at Santhome Church
- Poonoly.

commenced with the Palm Sunday observance,

commemorating Christ’s triumphant entry into :

Jerusalem. The day began with a Solemn Holy
Qurbana at 9:00 AM, featuring the Blessing of

~ talent,

Hongasandra

- Holy Family Forane
- presented the 10th station of the Way of the
- Cross as part of a diocesan program. The cast

class to degree level, all of whom utilize Braille
for writing. These children exhibited remarkable
treating us to singing and dance
performances. Our time spent with them was

- truly enriching and memorable. We express our
- gratitude to Fr. Kuriakose Kallamullil CMI for his
~ support in organizing this event.

Church’s  Mathruvedi

and crew worked diligently to present the scene,
and their efforts were greatly appreciated.
We are grateful to our Assistant Parish Priest,
Fr. Midhun Panickamveliyil OFM Cap., for his
assistance behind the scenes, which contributed

- Palm leaves and a Procession led by Vicar Fr.

Thomas Kattuthuruthi and Asst. Vicar Fr. Jismon

Special arrangements were made in the church

- for Confession on Holy Wednesday. Maundy

Thursday started with morning Holy Qurbana,

A
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followed by Adoration led by Prayer Units
and Pious Organizations. The day marked the
commemoration of the Last Supper, including
the Foot Washing ceremony during the Solemn

Holy Qurbana and the Appam Murikkal service
in the evening.

Good Friday services commenced in the morning
at 8:30 AM, followed by the Way of the Cross

and the distribution of Nercha Kanji. A large

crowd participated in the Good Friday service
with deep devotion and reverence, with the
Santhome Youth re-enacting the live Way of the
Cross.

On Holy Saturday, Bishop of Mandya,
Excellency Mar Sebastian Adayanthrath led the

services. A Holy Qurbana was celebrated at 7:00

AM, featuring an inspiring message from the
Bishop and the Blessing of new light and water.

The Easter service and Solemn Holy Qurbana |

were celebrated on Saturday night at 9:00
PM. A team of parish members orchestrated a
meaningful and memorable Easter experience by
preparing an Easter Tomb and bringing the Easter
event to life vividly for everyone present.

SANTHOME YOUTH

The heartfelt tribute to the solemnity of
Good Friday by the youth of Santhome Parish

A
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His
- Their commitment to portraying the message of

Church was a profound testament to their
faith and commitment. Coming together in
unity, they embarked on a poignant journey
to commemorate Jesus’ final hours through
the enactment of the Way of the Cross. With

~ reverence and dedication, they embraced the

spirit of devotion and remembrance, breathing
life into each scene with profound sincerity.

Organized by the Santhome Youth, the event
served as a poignant reminder of the significance

- of Good Friday in the Christian calendar. As

the youth carried the weight of the cross, both
figuratively and spiritually, they immersed
themselves in the narrative of Jesus' sacrifice.

love, forgiveness, and redemption was palpable,
touching the hearts of onlookers and participants
alike.

In a world often marked by turmoil and strife,
the solemn observance of Good Friday resonates

- with the enduring power of faith and sacrifice.

Through their poignant enactment of the Way
of the Cross, the youth of Santhome offered a
powerful reminder of the profound significance

- of this sacred day. Their dedication and devotion

inspired all who witnessed their portrayal, serving
as a beacon of hope and faith for the community.

IGNITE 2K24

The “IGNITE 2024" - Summerwith Jesus program

 organized by the Catechism School of Santhome

Church was a transformative experience for
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assistance with providing meals three times a
day, particularly during the Lenten season and
beyond. The destitute home was caring for a

total of 23 individuals who were reliant on their
support for daily sustenance.

To facilitate this support, members of the Society
of St. Vincent de Paul calculated the estimated
cost for providing meals each day and presented

it to our Vicar for approval. After reviewing

the proposal, our Vicar agreed to support the

initiative. A message was then circulated in our

church group, and many of our parishioners
generously came forward to contribute to this
noble cause.

VICAR

From February 14th, 2024, until March 21st,
2024, as part of our Lenten activities, all the

houses in our parish were visited by our Assistant

Vicar, Fr. Albin Elumthuruthiyil. These visits

took place after the Holy Qurbana at 7:00 pm

from Tuesday to Saturday, following a schedule
prepared by all the family units. During these
visits, Fr. Albin spent quality time with the family

members, offering prayers for them and showing

special concern for the aged members in their
families.

FINANCIAL SUPPORT TO 2 CHURCHES

Fr.VijoyKallingal approached ourVicarrequesting
financial assistance from our parish to purchase a
piece of land for constructing their new church at
Bylakere. Despite our parish being in a financial
crisis due to ongoing school construction, our
Vicar agreed to help them as part of the Year of
Care initiative. Father Vijoy visited our parish on
February 25th, 2024, and celebrated the Holy

Qurbana with us. Following the Qurbanas that |

day, his church members sold lucky draw tickets

A
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and managed to collect Rs 1,93,400 from it. Fr.
Vijoy expressed gratitude to our Vicar and all
our parishioners for their generosity and offered
prayers for our community.

- Additionally, Father Martin from Sacred Heart

Church, Whitefield approached our Vicar to sell
honey in our parish, which was brought from
their Dharmasthala plantation to raise funds for
their new church land. Our Vicar agreed to assist,
and many of our parishioners stepped forward
to purchase the honey, contributing a significant
amount toward their cause.

- WAY OF THE CROSS BY FAMILY UNITS
HOUSE BLESSING BY OUR ASSISTANT

From February 13th, 2024, onwards, before the
Holy Qurbana at 7:00 PM, the Mathruvedi group
led the short Way of the Cross. Additionally,

~ every Friday, there was a grand Way of the Cross

led by the Family units according to a prepared
schedule. On specific dates such as February
16th, 23rd, March 1st, 8th, and 15th, the grand

- Way of the Cross was led by St. Alphonsa, St.

Antony, St. Chavara, St. Euphrasia, and St. Joseph
family units, respectively. These events were held
after the evening Holy Qurbana at 7:00 PM. On
March 10th and 17th, 2024, St. John Paul Il and
St. Thomas units led the Way of the Cross before
the morning Holy Qurbana, with the majority of
their members and parishioners participating.
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EXCELLENCE AND LEADERSHIP
AWARD IN EDUCATION

It was a moment of great pride for our parish
when our Vicar, Fr. Dr. Davis Panadan, was
nominated for the Most Dynamic Principal Award
by the Golden AIM Conference and received
the award on March 3rd, 2024. This prestigious
award recognizes and rewards excellence and
leadership in the education sector. Instituted by
Dynergic Business Solution, the award celebrates
the achievements of educational professionals
who have made significant contributions to the
growth of the education industry across India.

The selection process for the award involved
intensive research by a dedicated research

cell comprising postgraduates with extensive

research and management experience. The
research cell identified individuals who have
demonstrated extraordinary work and a track
record of achievements in the education sector.
The shortlist of nominees was then reviewed
by a jury consisting of senior professionals from
across India, who evaluated the candidates based
on various criteria, including:

» Innovative and exemplary practices
»  Social mobility initiatives

»  Ability to motivate and inspire educational
professionals

»  Strategic and educational innovation
»  Integrity and ethics
»  Service quality in the education sector

»  Specific contributions to various education
sectors and segments

Fr. Dr.
subsequent

nomination and
receipt of the Most Dynamic

Davis Panadan's

Principal Award underscore his commitment

S(idh
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to excellence and innovation in education. His
dedication to serving the community and his
outstanding leadership qualities have earned him
this prestigious recognition. We, the members of
our parish, extend our heartfelt congratulations
to Fr. Dr. Davis Panadan on this well-deserved

- honour.

HOME MISSION BY SISTERS

As part of Lenten activity in our parish six sisters
visited our parish for 20 days from 06" March and
will continue their home mission till 26™ March
2024. Their mission was to spend enough time
with all the families in our parish and understand
each and every family member’s problem and
the sufferings they were going through and pray
for them and also give counselling if any of them
required.

We are deeply grateful to two generous
parishioner families, Mr. Monsi Fernandes and
Mr. Roni Antony, who graciously opened their
homes to accommodate the visiting sisters. Their
hospitality allowed the sisters to fully engage
with our parishioners and carry out their mission
effectively.

A well-organized schedule, prepared by our
family units, ensured that every household had
the opportunity to meet with the sisters at

. convenient time slots.

This initiative was endorsed by our Bishop, Mar
Sebastian Adayanthrath, in consultation with our
Vicar, underscoring the importance of pastoral
care and support within our parish. We extend
our sincere appreciation to the visiting sisters for
their dedication and service, and we pray that
their presence continues to bring comfort and
solace to all those they encounter during their
mission.
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HONGASANDRA TEAM VISIT TO OUR
CHURCH

On March 8th, 2024, our church had the
privilege of hosting a team from Hongasandra
Church as part of their Lenten visits, specifically
for the 14th station of their Way of the Cross.
Accompanied by their Assistant Vicar and 55
parishioners, they were warmly welcomed by our
parish community.

The visit proved to be a deeply spiritual
experience for our guests, who expressed their
gratitude for the warm reception they received.
Our Vicar delivered a heartfelt message, and in
return, they extended their thanks to our Vicar,
Assistant Vicar, and all our parishioners for their
hospitality.

During their visit, refreshments were graciously
provided by Mrs. Lovely and Mrs. Mexy, adding
to the warmth and camaraderie of the occasion.
As a token of appreciation, the Assistant Vicar
of Hongasandra Church conveyed his thanks to
our Vicar through a voice message, expressing
their gratitude for the memorable experience
and the thoughtful arrangements made by our
Mathruvedi team and trustees.

This exchange of goodwill and fellowship served
to strengthen the bonds of friendship between
our two churches, enriching our shared journey
of faith during the Lenten season.

PASTORAL GATHERING WITH MAR
RAPHEL THATTIL

On March 16th, 2024, a significant pastoral
gathering took place, providing an opportunity
for our parish to meet with His Highness, Major
Archbishop Mar Raphael Thattil Pithave. Eleven
representatives from our parish had the privilege
of attending this gathering, which was held in the
conference hall.

26y &
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During the pastoral meeting, Major Archbishop
Mar Raphael Thattil Pithave graciously listened to
queries from representatives of various parishes
within the diocese, offering them valuable advice
and guidance. His insights and counsel proved
invaluable to all in attendance.

Following the pastoral meeting, a solemn Holy
Qurbana was celebrated, with Major Archbishop
Mar Raphael Thattil Pithave and our Bishop
Mar Sebastian Adayanthrath presiding over the
liturgy. Their presence added a profound sense of
reverence to the occasion, and Major Archbishop
Mar Raphael Thattil Pithave delivered a heartfelt
message during the Holy Qurbana, enriching the
spiritual experience of all present.

After the liturgical celebration, a dinner was
arranged forall the attendees, fostering fellowship
among the
Special thanks were extended to Father Jomon
Kolenchery for his meticulous arrangements and
coordination with various committee members
to ensure the smooth conduct of the gathering.

and camaraderie participants.

The success of the event was also attributed to
the dedicated efforts of the sound, lighting, and
camera crew, whose professionalism enhanced
the overall experience. Additionally, the
melodious rendition of devotional hymns by the
choir team added a touch of spirituality to the
gathering, leaving a lasting impression on all who
attended.
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On March 17th, 2024, our parish celebrated the
Feast of St. Joseph with great joy and reverence.
The festivities commenced after the Grand Way
of the Cross, which was led by the members of
the St. Thomas ward.

The celebration began at 8:30 am with a solemn
Holy Qurbana presided over by our Vicar. To mark
the occasion, members of the St. Joseph's ward
led a procession from the church’s main entrance,
carrying the statue of St. Joseph towards the
altar. This symbolic gesture highlighted the
significance of St. Joseph in the life of the parish
community.

During the Holy Qurbana, our Vicar delivered
an inspiring message reflecting on the life and
virtues of St. Joseph, drawing valuable lessons
for the faithful to emulate.

As part of the celebration, Holy Water was
blessed by our Vicar, which would later be
distributed to all the families in our parish during
the Eucharistic procession scheduled for March
23rd, 2024. This blessed water serves as a
symbol of spiritual nourishment and protection
for the parishioners.

The Ootunercha and paysam, traditional feast
dishes, were generously sponsored by the St.
Joseph's family unit as part of their feast day
observance. Additionally, the rice and other
ingredients for the feast were provided by Mr. M
J Wilson and Mr. Koshy Harris, further enriching
the celebration with their contributions.
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- BIRTHDAY OF FATHER ALBIN

ELUMTHURUTHIYIL

On March 17th, 2024, following the morning
Holy Qurbana, we gathered to celebrate the
birthday of our beloved Assistant Vicar. The
celebration commenced with a cake cutting
ceremony, symbolizing the joyous occasion. Our
Assistant Vicar was presented with heartfelt gifts
from the Church Trustees and members of The
Altar Association, expressing gratitude for his
dedicated service and leadership.

weEm || § y __11

During the celebration, Mr. Jiji Joseph, the
Catechism Head Master, and our Vicar took the
opportunity to speak fondly about our Assistant
Vicar, highlighting his unwavering commitment,
compassion, and contributions to the parish
community. Their heartfelt words resonated
with everyone present, further strengthening
the bond between our Assistant Vicar and the
parishioners.

LENTEN RETREAT
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As part of the Lenten retreat, a reflection talk
on Social Media was delivered by Sr. Sonia on
March 17th, 2024, following the Holy Qurbana
at 8:30 AM. Sr. Sonia’s talk was insightful and
informative, addressing the impact of social
media on our daily lives and emphasizing the
importance of responsible usage. She discussed
the potential risks associated with excessive
screen time and highlighted the need for balance
in our digital interactions.

The session concluded with a prayerful aradhana
led by our Vicar, providing participants with an
opportunity for reflection and introspection.
Overall, it was a meaningful and thought-
provoking session that encouraged mindful
engagement with social media platforms and
promoted healthy digital habits among our
parishioners.

GENERAL BODY MEETING
(POTHUYOGAM)

The General Body Meeting (Pothuyogam) was
convened after the Lenten retreat on March
17th, 2024, with several key agenda items on
the table. One of the primary matters addressed
was the election of church officials, including
Church  Trustees, the Pothuyogam/Parish

ST. JOSEPH CHURCH, KALKARE

ST. JOSEPH’S FEAST

The St.Joseph’s Feast, commemorating the patron
saint of our parish, was joyously celebrated on
the 19th of March. Both the clergy and the laity
joined hands in fervent devotion and enthusiasm
to honor this auspicious occasion.

Following the Eucharistic celebration, a
traditional ‘Ootunercha’ was organized, bringing

together parishioners to share in a communal

26y &
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Council Secretary, Internal Auditor, and Chief
Accountant.

After thorough deliberation, all incumbent
officials were re-elected for another term, a
decision ratified by the Pothuyogam. However,
due to one trustee's impending overseas
assignment, a vacancy arose. In response, Mr. M
J Wilson was elected as the new Trustee member
to fill this position, a resolution also passed by

the Pothuyogam.

The successful re-election of officials and the
appointment of a new Trustee member signify
the continued trust and confidence of the
parishioners in their leadership, ensuring the
smooth functioning and governance of the
church community.

LENTEN GIFT

As a part of our Lenten activity, our parish
embarked on a compassionate initiative by
sponsoring 3000 meals for the poor and
needy people in the Adilabad diocese. This act
of generosity and kindness underscores our
commitment to caring for those less fortunate
than ourselves, especially during the solemn
season of Lent.

meal and fellowship. This gathering served
as a time of joyous celebration and unity, as
we came together to express our gratitude for
the blessings bestowed upon us through the
intercession of St. Joseph.

PALM SUNDAY

Palm Sunday was celebrated with great
enthusiasm and fervor on March 24%, 2024.
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Varadhana Ashram, where the faithful gathered
to begin the solemn observance of this important
day in the Christian calendar.

The ceremony began with the blessing of the
‘Kuruthola) symbolizing the palm leaves that were
waved by the crowd as Jesus entered Jerusalem.
Following the blessing, the congregation moved
in a solemn procession to the church, holding
palm leaves as a sign of reverence and homage
to Jesus, the King of Kings.

Inside the church, the Holy Qurbana was
celebrated with profound devotion and zeal,
as parishioners reflected on the significance
of Palm Sunday and the events leading up to
Jesus’ crucifixion. The atmosphere was filled
with a sense of anticipation and reverence,
as the faithful united in prayer and worship to
commemorate this sacred occasion.

MAUNDY THURSDAY

Maundy Thursday was celebrated on the 28%
of March. It included the “washing of the feet”
of the altar boys by our vicar during the Holy
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Qurbana. This concluded with the distribution
of the bread and milk that was arranged by
Mathruvedhi. This simple yet meaningful gesture
echoed the fellowship and unity experienced by
Jesus and his disciples during the Last Supper,
underscoring the importance of community and
communion in the life of faith.

GOOD FRIDAY

The Good Friday service took place on March
29t 2024. It was a reflection on the crucifixion
and death of Jesus. The service was followed
by the way of the cross in which the people
participated diligently. As the service concluded,
the faithful were served with “nercha kanji,’ a
humble offering that symbolizes the nourishment
and sustenance provided by the love and sacrifice
of Jesus Christ.

HOLY SATURDAY

The Holy Saturday services held on the morning
of March 30%, 2024 included the blessing of the
candles, followed by the renewal of baptismal
promises and distribution of the blessed holy
water.

EASTER

Ontheevening of March 30th,the membersofthe
parish gathered to celebrate the joyous occasion
of Easter, commemorating the resurrection of
Jesus Christ from the tomb. It was marked by the
ressurection of Jesus from the tomb arranged by
the youth of the parish. This was followed by the
procession. The Easter celebrations culminated
in the solemn celebration of the Holy Qurbana.
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ST FRANCIS ASSISI CHURCH, LINGARAJAPURAM

LENTEN SEASON

Our parish prepared well for this years lenten
season. We planned many activities during

this period to encourage parishioners active
participation for them to grow spiritually.
Hongasandra Parish members visited our church

and recited 2 stations of the way of the cross.
Youth team of our church visited other churches
within our Forane and participated in the way of
the cross.

EXPERIENCE SHARING

We were fortunate to have Miss Devi Menon
to share her life experience with Jesus and the
importance of Holy Qurbana in our daily life.

CATECHISM MINISTRY
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The Catechism academic year concluded with
examinations conducted for all classes. A Parent-
Teacher Meeting (PTM) was held, which was well
attended by the parents.

MATHRUVEDHI

Mathruvedhi

members who
completed writing the New Testament received
certificates from our Bishop, Mar Sebastian
Adayanthrath, at a function held at St. Jude

Seven of our

Church, Udayanagar. Mathruvedhi members
enjoyed the presence of Sr. Leena Theresa,
Mandya Diocese Animator and Family Counselor.
The session was well attended by our Mathruvedi
members.

- GOOD SAMARITAN DAY

- Good Samaritan Day was celebrated on March
25th by bringing many of the aged and unwell

. parishioners for confession and Holy Qurbana.
They enjoyed the day, and parishioners had the
opportunity to meet and greet them.
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ST. MARY'S CHURCH, RAMAMURTHYNAGAR

SPECIAL CATECHISM SESSIONS
BY BROTHERS

Even after the conclusion of the official catechism
classes, the learning and fun continued for our
students. Our dedicated brothers organized
lively and engaging sessions for all the children,
ensuring that the spirit of Sunday school
remained vibrant. These special sessions were
filled with interactive games and inspirational
stories, providing a joyful and memorable
experience for the students. Beyond just lessons,
these gatherings emphasized the importance of
community, friendship, and spiritual growth.
They served as a reminder that Sunday school is
not only about education but also about building
connections and fostering a love for faith in a
dynamic and lively environment.

ONE DAY RETREAT FOR CATECHISM
STUDENTS

Fr. Anoop led a spiritually enriching retreat for
our catechism students, aimed at deepening their
understanding of faith and fostering spiritual
growth. The retreat featured various interactive
activities designed to engage the students and
reinforce biblical teachings. Through games,
music, dance sessions, and heartfelt prayers, the
students were encouraged to connect with God
and each other in a meaningful way. Fr. Anoop’s
innovative approach to catechesis ensured that
the students not only learned about their faith

~ but also experienced it firsthand, leaving them
inspired and eager to continue their spiritual
journey.

LAST DAY OF CATECHISM AND PTA
MEETING

of the academic year 2023-24, students bid
farewell to their catechism teachers with warmth
and appreciation for their guidance and support.
The atmosphere was filled with gratitude and
nostalgia as students shared their reflections
and experiences from their time in catechism.
Concurrently, a Parent-Teacher Association (PTA)
meeting was convened, providing parents with a
platform to discuss their children’s progress, offer
feedback, and collaborate with the catechism
team to enhance the learning experience for
the upcoming year. The day symbolized the
culmination of a year dedicated to spiritual
growth, community building, and collaborative
efforts aimed at nurturing individuals grounded
in faith. Additionally, as it was the first Sunday
of the month, the Offertory was carried out by
a catechism student, further emphasizing the
integral role of the youth in the parish community.

PARISH PRIEST BIRTHDAY
CELEBRATION

St. Mary’s Church Parish Members and Students
joyously celebrated the birthday of our beloved
parish priest, Fr. Dony Vazhavelikakath VC, with
heartfelt gestures and creative expressions of
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love and appreciation. We organized a special
cake cutting ceremony following the morning
Holy Qurbana, where Br. Steljin eloquently
addressed the gathering, fondly recalling each

of the countless contributions made by Fr. Dony

to our parish. We feel incredibly blessed to have
such a wonderful and dynamic Parish Priest who
supports us in both our spiritual and everyday

lives, always caring for each and every individual

within our parish community. Thanks to his

leadership, we have initiated numerous programs

that are positively impacting our community.

The students showed their appreciation by
crafting personalized greeting cards, each

message overflowing with gratitude and well

wishes. One particularly talented student
showcased his artistic prowess by creating a
beautiful portrait of Fr. Dony, capturing his
essence and dedication. This celebration not
only marked a significant milestone in Father’s
life but also strengthened the bonds within our
parish community, fostering a deep sense of
unity, gratitude, and joyful fellowship among us

all.

FAREWELL TO BROTHERS

On this memorable day, we also bid farewell

to our brothers, who have been invaluable

catechism teachers in our parish. To express our
gratitude and appreciation for their dedicated
service and impactful contributions to the
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them with a small token of love as a heartfelt

.~ gesture of thanks. Alongside the farewell, we
~also celebrated the remarkable achievement of

one of our catechism teachers, Mrs. Christeena

- Jose, who secured an impressive 91 marks in the

Logos Quiz. This outstanding accomplishment

not only showcases her deep knowledge and

understanding of our faith but also serves as an

~ inspiration to our students.

KURISHUMALA PILGRIMAGE

e -

Our parish members,
esteemed Parish Priest Fr. Dony, embarked on
a profound pilgrimage to the Kurisumala Pilgrim
- Centre, also revered as Thekkan Kurisumala,

accompanied by our

nestled atop a majestic hill in Vellarada. This
sacred mountain, soaring more than 900 meters
above sea level amidst the scenic Western Ghats,
holds deep spiritual significance. During the
ascent, they reverently prayed the Way of the

- Cross, partaking in a profoundly moving spiritual

journey that left a lasting impact on their hearts

- and souls.

The pilgrimage to Kurisumala Pilgrim Centre

- provided a transformative experience, where

each step up the hill was imbued with prayerful
contemplation and reverence. Led by Fr. Dony,
the group experienced a profound sense of
connection with their faith and with each other,
fostering a deeper spiritual bond within our
parish community. The serene surroundings of

o . the Western Ghats served as a fitting backdrop
spiritual growth of our students, we presented

for this soul-nourishing pilgrimage, enriching the
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spiritual lives of all who participated.

Members from Holy Family Forane Church,
Hongasandra visited our church to participate in
the Way of the Cross prayer. During their visit,

they prayed at the 7th and 8th stations here in

our church.

CATECHISM DELEGATES MEETING

The third Delegates Meeting for the academic

year 2023-2024 was held at St. Mary's Church in

Ramamurthy Nagar, with the esteemed presence

of CBC Director, Rev. Fr. Paul Manjooran.
The meeting served as a platform to discuss
evaluations of the past year, updates, and
upcoming events, as well as to outline the year
plan for the 2024-2025 catechism classes. Key

areas of focus included criteria for animation

visits, identifying the best unit, determining
criteria for the best annual report, introducing
additional textbooks, addressing headmasters’
tenure, and planning for summer holidays. This
meeting provided an essential opportunity for
collaboration and strategic planning to ensure
the continued success and growth of the
catechism program.

ANNUAL LENTEN RETREAT
The annual Lenten retreat, guided by Fr. Mathew

Kakkattupillil, took place from March 15th to
March 17™, 2024. This retreat proved to be

both inspiring and thought-provoking, offering

profound theological insights that resonated

deeply with the attendees. The sessions provided
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a unique and meaningful exploration of parables

- and biblical incidents, offering a fresh perspective

on familiar stories.

Fr. Mathew also shared personal experiences that
enriched his own journey of faith as a devoted
Christian. His teaching style was characterized
by simplicity and humor, making it accessible and

- engaging for both children and adults alike. This

approach not only rejuvenated the faithful life
of participants but also fostered a sense of unity

- and spiritual growth within the community.

- ST.JOSEPH FEAST

QOur parish joyously celebrated the feast of St.
Joseph, a significant occasion in the Catholic
Church and particularly cherished in the Syro-
Malabar Church as Oottuthirunnal. While there
are two feasts dedicated to St. Joseph (the

~ other being on May 1st), this feast holds official

recognition within the Church in honor of St.
Joseph. During this festive time, we remembered

~and offered prayers for all the parishioners

bearing the name Joseph, extending heartfelt
wishes for a happy feast day.

- A special offertory was conducted during the

Holy Qurbana to honor all the Josephs in our
parish community. In the evening, we gathered
for a solemn and Holy Qurbana followed
by the novena to St. Joseph, ladheenju, and
Qottunercha. The activities of St. Joseph’s Day
were made possible through coordinated efforts
between our Parish Priest and the dedicated
members of the St. Joseph ward, showcasing the
unity and devotion within our parish.

PALM SUNDAY

Our church joyously celebrated Palm Sunday with
vibrant processions and a solemn Holy Qurbana.
The traditional Palm leaves, known as Kuruthola,
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were blessed during the Holy Qurbana and

carried in a procession by the faithful. Amidst

the reverent atmosphere, our Vicar, Fr. Dony,

delivered a deeply moving speech that touched

our hearts, preparing us spiritually for the journey
of the Holy Week ahead.

MATHRUVEDI FOUNDATION DAY
CELEBRATED

On Thursday, March 7th, 2024, we joyfully
commemorated the Foundation
Mathruvedhi, a very active association in our

Parish. For 25 years, Mathruvedhi has tirelessly

served both our Parishioners and especially those
in need. This significant milestone was marked
with a reverent Holy Qurbana and heartfelt
prayers, symbolizing our collective gratitude for
their dedicated service.

FEAST OF ST. JOSEPH CELEBRATED
ALONG WITH OOTTUNERCHA

- Additionally,

Day of

- The parish joyously celebrated the Feast of St.
‘ Joseph, the Patron Saint of Pithruvedhi, on March

10th, 2024. During this festive occasion, couples

: who had reached milestones in their married life,

such as multiples of 5, 10, 15 years, and so forth,
were honored and had the opportunity to renew

~ their Solemn Marriage Oath.

accolades bestowed
upon parishioners who emerged victorious
in competitions. These competitions were
conducted under the banner of ‘Armonia
2023’ by the Youth Association of the Church.
Furthermore, prizes were awarded to Catechism

students who demonstrated excellence in

were

- their studies and maintained full attendance in

catechism classes.

' LIBRARY INAUGURATED IN THE
 PARISH
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A new library has been inaugurated in the parish, g
as a joint initiative of the Malayalam Mission and
Pithruvedhi. The library was officially opened |
by Rev. Fr. Sabu Koottarappallil, CMF Provincial

Superior of the Bangalore Province. It boasts a =
collection of approximately 600 books covering :
a wide array of subjects, including both literary

and religious themes.

THE ANNUAL RETREAT IN THE PARISH

The parish conducted its annual retreat from
March 15th to 17th, 2024, led by Fr. Augustine
Mavarayil, CMI. The retreat provided a solemn
and enlightening experience for all parishioners,
offering a profound opportunity to delve into the
true essence and significance of the teachings of
our Lord Jesus.

PILGRIMAGE TO MALAYATTOOR

Under the guidance of Fr. Joby Edathazhe, CST,

a group of over 45 parish members embarked

and returned on March 23rd, 2024.

PALM SUNDAY CELEBRATED
~ Palm Sunday, commemorating the triumphant
entry of Lord Jesus into Jerusalem, was observed
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o . - in our parish with a solemn procession followed
on a pilgrimage to Malayattoor, organized by the

Parish Pithruvedhi. Departing on March 21st,

2024, they journeyed to this sacred destination Mattathil, assisted by Fr. Tony Thanickal, Vicar.

by Holy Eucharistic celebrations. The main
celebrant for the Holy Qurbana was Fr. Phillip
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PREPARATION FOR MINOR

ORDERS & VESTITION

The candidates of the Minor Orders of
Heupadiakna- Brs Kanjirathamkuzhiyil George
(Shalbin), Karoyusa - Kodoor James, and vestition,
Brs Mudakkalil George (Amal), Ayyanikkatt
Mathew (Alan) and Kavalan Skaria commenced
their recollection on 24th March, 6:30 PM
continuing for the following two days. Talks by
Frs Lal Karapilly MSC, Paul Manjooran and Sojan
Aikkarakunnel MST and other spiritual activities

were conducted to prepare the brothers to

move towards the next phase in their vocational
journey.

MINOR ORDERS AND VESTITION

= . <]

i |
The Minor Orders and Vestition of the brothers
were conferred upon them by Bishop His
Excellency Mar Sebastian Adaynthrath, in St.
Mary's Church, Kalenahalli along with the
presence of their respective regency incharges
and sisters. Parents and a few relatives of
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the vestition candidates were also invited.
Holy Qurbana was celebrated by Rev. Bishop
Sebastian Adyanthrath, along with Rev Fr Rector
Rony Puthenveetil, Vicar General Msgr. Thomas
Thennattil, Rev Fr. Koyickalott Renerse, Rev Fr.
Vallappura Francis CMI, Rev Fr. Mekkunnel Jomy
CMLI. Several priests from delifferent parts of the
diocese were also present. The day concluded
with the Agape in the Minor Seminary.

MAUNDY THURSDAY CELEBRATIONS

The Holy Qurbana for Maundy Thursday was
celebrated at 7:00 AM by Fr Jiby Thekkemuriyil
MST along with the Vicar Fr Rony Puthenveetil
and Fr Leo Edayadiyil. Fr Leo emphasized the

- importance of the Passover in our lives through

his Homily. The ceremony for the washing of the
feet was performed for children and a few family
members of the parish.

GOOD FRIDAY

The Good Friday Services were held at 7:00 AM
by Vicar Fr Rony Puthenveetil, along with Fr Jiby
Thekkemuriyil MST. Fr Jiby, through his homily,
inspired us to embrace suffering in our lives with
hope like Jesus. Following the services, the way
of the cross was held for the parishioners around
the campus.
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March 1 Holy Mass at Pandithahalli

March 2 Meeting with visitors- Mandya
Marriage Preparation course, Dharmaram

March 3 Pastoral Visit in Hongasandra

March 4-8 Bishops' Retreat- Dharwad

March 9 Meeting with X class Students- Raggimudhanahalli
Foundation stone- Rectory in Shikkaripura

March 10 Pastoral Visit in Bommanahalli

March 11 Meeting with priests- Mandya

March 12 Mission Meeting- Kebbepura

March 14 Consultors' Forum Meeting- Carmelaram

March 15 Marriage Preparation course- Mandya

March 16 Visit of Major Archbishop Mar Raphel Thattil- Dharmaram

March 17 Visit of Major Archbishop Mar Raphel Thattil- Hinkal
40th Jubilee- Dharmaram, St. Thomas Forane Church

March 18 Meeting- Aiswaryagram

March 19 Mass-Physically Challenged- Nadukani

March 20 Returning from Kerala

March 21 JyotirVikasa Board meeting, Mandya Town

March 22 Meeting with Bank Officials, Mandya

March 24 Palm Sunday-Parish Declaration- Whitefield

March 26 Vestition and Minor Orders- Kalenahalli

March 28 Holy Thursday in Hinkal

March 29 Good Friday- Kasavanahalli

March 30 Holy Saturday Celebrations in Hulimavu
Easter Mass & Celebrations in Kalenahalli

March 31 Easter Day Celebrations in Kalenahalli
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BIRTHDAYS, PRIESTLY ORDINATION & HEAVENLY
PATRON'’S DAY OF THE PRIESTS

MONTH OF MAY
Date | Birthday Priestly Ordination Heavenly Patron’s Day
01 Fr. Joyson Kizhakkel (2014) Fr. Roy Ouseph Vailikkodathu
(St. Joseph the Worker)
Fr. Joyson Kizhakkel
(St. Joseph the Worker)
Fr. Anto Kanjirathinkal CMI
(St. Joseph the Worker)
Fr Midhun Panickamveliyil OFM. Cap
(St. Joseph the Worker)
02 Fr. Renerse Koyickalott (2013)
03 | Fr. Jobish Naripparayil (1985) Fr. Philip Kurinjiparambil VC (St. Philip)
05 | Fr. Bibin Anchampil (1981)
08 | Fr. Franco Choondal VC
(1986)
12 Fr. Varghese Koluthara CMI
(1983)
15 | Msgr.Thomas Thennattil
(1966)
17 Fr. Jestin Thayyil O.Praem
(2018)
24 | Fr. Reji Koodappattu CMI Fr. George Puthiyedath CMI (St. George)
(1979)
27 | Fr. Thomas Valliyampoikayil
OCD (1981)
28 | Fr. James Kunnampadavil
CMF (1965)
29 | Fr. Paul Manjooran (1985)
26y &
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VOCATION BUREAU

DIOCESE OF MANDYA

ST. MOTHER TERESA
MINOR SEMINARY, MANDYA

Kalenahalli, Mandya-571 402, Karnataka, India
Mob: +91 8547947781

10" March 2024
“COME AND SEE” PROGRAM- DIOCESE OF MANDYA
Dear Father

First of all, advance greetings of Easter. As part of encouraging children for vocation promotion we
are conducting the “COME AND SEE” program at Mother Theresa Minor Seminary, Kalenahalli P.O.,
Mandya, on 13™ April, Saturday 2024 evening 5 p.m. to 16™ April Tuesday 2024 10.00 am. Please
promote the children from classes 9% to 12" and those pursuing higher education. Mother Theresa
Minor Seminary is ever grateful to you and all your parish community for the concern and coopera-
tion you render towards the vocation promotion and the priestly formation. Please do continue your
prayers.

NB: 1. Please be kind enough to provide the list of children who will attend the camp before 7™ April
Sunday, 2024 by WhatsApp or call.

2.Children are requested to come with Bible, Bed Sheet, and toilet articles.
3.We are happy to arrange any travelling facilities if needed for the participants.
With lots of love and prayers and once again seeking your kind cooperation.
Yours Hopefully in Christ,

Fr. Manjooran Paul

Vocation Director

Diocese of Mandya
Mob: +91 8547947781

“There is no comparison with the vocation of the priest. It is like a replacing of Jesus at the altar,
at the confessional, and in all the other sacraments where he uses his own T, like Jesus.”
—St. Mother Teresa
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BISHOP'S PROGRAMME - APRIL TO MAY 2024

April 1 Meeting with Visitors in Mandya

April 2 Meeting with Priests in Mandya

April 3 Leaving for Kerala

April 4 Engagement- Thalayolaparambu, Kerala

April 5 Meeting with SAFP Team, Hulimavu

April8 Meeting with S'AFP Te?m, Hulimavu
Finance Council Meeting, Bangalore
First Holy Communion, Mathikare

April 7 Marriage Preparation Course, Bangalore
Declaration- Diocesan Pilgrim Centre, Udayanagar

April 8 Travelling to Karwar

April 9 Consecration and Installation, Kharwar

April 12 Visiting new mission stations, Gundalpet

April 13 Youth Meet- Bangalore

April 14 Wedding at Palluruthy, Kerala

April 15 Wedding at Chungangamvely, Kerala

April 16 Vocation Camp, Mandya

April 17 School Managers Meet, Mandya

April 18 Curia Meet, Hulimavu

April 20 Baptism of the fourth child, Bangalore

April 21 First Holy Communion, Chandapura

April 24 SAFP Zoom Meeting, Mandya

April 25 Interface meeting, Alambady

April 28 First Holy Communion.in B.S.Palaya'
New Course Inauguration, Holy Family

May 1 Travelling to Kerala

May 2 Marriage at Kuttampuzha, Kerala

— First Holy Commun?on, Kaggada?apura
First Holy Communion, Hullahalli

May 5 Parish Feast, Kalenahalli

May 9 Jubilee Celebrations- CMC, Mylasandra

May 10 Pre-Marriage Course- Dharmaram
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HS and HSS students. Under the theme “My

days and was inaugurated by Vicar Fr. Thomas
Kattuthuruthiyil.

Throughout the event, students were immersed k.

in divine melodies through the music ministry,

which complemented discussions and activities = #

aimed at uplifting spirits. Engaging sessions

- SANTHOME MATHRUVEDHI
Way, Jesus’ Way," the program spanned three -

S(idh
> Qlf)(b%mtﬂ)(ﬂ) AE

o TR O

- -

covered a range of topics including “Christian £+

Conscience,” “Self-Awareness,” and “Purposeful

Living,” delivered by esteemed speakers such

as Fr. Johnson, Mr. Ajith Leo Chandy, and Dr.

Deepa lven. Attendees also received insights into

professional courses and career prospects from

Dr. Jose PD from |IM Bangalore.

The program featured student-led one-act plays

portraying biblical instances, adding a dynamic

dimension to the learning experience. The
second day concluded with a prayerful adoration
led by Sr. Mary Priya.

Fr. Mario PaulMCBS led asession on Interpersonal
Relationships, followed by a panel discussion

Christian,” facilitated by Jayson Pappachan and
featuring Dr. Iven Jose, Mrs. Sandhya Jose, and
Mr. Santhosh Joseph.

Thethree-dayeventconcluded onanenlightening
note, leaving attendees inspired and enriched,
ready to embrace Jesus’ way in their lives.

- parishioners and Mathruvedhi

Santhome Mathruvedhi organized a pilgrimage
to Yesubetta, a hillock about 65 kilometers from
the church on March 6%, 2024. As part of the
pilgrimage, participants took part in the Way of
~ the Cross as they climbed the hill.

Santhome Mathruvedhi also enacted the 11th
station of the Way of the Cross as part of Mandya
Mathruvedhi’s initiative. With the support of
members, a
beautifully completed video of the enactment

- was produced within the stipulated time frame.

- On Palm Sunday, March 24th, 2024 a blood
titled “-Alter Christus - Being a Witnessing

donation camp was organized in the church,

- with about 81 people coming forward to donate

blood. During the Holy Week, Mathruvedhi
organized confession and Holy Communion for
parishioners who were sick and unable to come
to church, ensuring that they could participate in
the sacraments despite their limitations.

ST. MARY'’S CHURCH, BASAVANAGAR - KAGGADASAPURA

SUPPORT TO THE DESTITUTE HOME

The members of the Society of St. Vincent

de Paul from our parish identified a destitute

home managed by four nuns in our vicinity and
visited them on February 4th, 2024. During the
visit, it became apparent that the home needed
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PASTORAL GATHERING

with

MAR RAPHEL THATTIL

Major Archbishop of the Syro Malabar Church

on March 16 & 17 at Banglore, Mandya & Mysore
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Fr. PAUL MANJOORAN
Vocation Director, Diocese of Mandya
Mob: +91 8547947781

MANDYA JYOTHY

Bishop’s House, Kalenahally P.O, Mandya, Karnataka, India - 571 402
Mob: 9448304299 Email: chancellormandya@gmail.com
www.mandyadiocese.org




